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SSTL announces 35kg lunar comms mission for 2021 

 
 
Surrey Satellite Technology Ltd (SSTL) has today announced that it is designing a low cost 

35kg lunar communications satellite mission called DoT-4, targeted for a 2021 launch.  

DoT-4 will provide the communications relay back to Earth using the Goonhilly Deep 

Space Network, and will link up with a rover on the surface of the Moon.  SSTL is 

currently in discussions with a number of parties for the lunar mission, and expects to 

disclose further information on mission partners and funding early in 2019.   

 

Sarah Parker, Managing Director of SSTL, said “SSTL has led the way in pioneering the 

use of small satellites for over 30 years and we are now raising our sights to change the 

economics of space around the Moon, and beyond.” 

 

DoT-4 will be the pre-cursor mission for a larger lunar communications satellite to follow in 

the 2023 timeframe which will carry a more robust payload and which will also have the 

potential for navigation services.  SSTL’s ultimate aim is to launch a full constellation of 

lunar communications satellites offering full service capability to enable new and regular 

opportunities for science and exploration and economic development of the space 

environment beyond Earth’s orbit.   

 
Gary Lay, SSTL’s Director of Navigation and Exploration, said “DoT-4 will prove 

technologies in the lunar environment and enable testing of radio communications with 

landers and rovers on the Moon’s surface too.  During the test phase, we will assess the 

compatibility of our proximity communications with the surface assets and we will verify the 

Earth communication link with several ground stations. This small step will establish an 

infrastructure around the Moon to enable others to explore beyond Earth’s orbit”.   

 
DoT-4 is one of a series of Demonstration of Technology (DoT) missions that SSTL is 

planning to launch over the coming years.   
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Notes to editor:  

Full size accompanying images for this press release can be downloaded at 
https://www.sstl.co.uk/Dot-4/-lunar-coms 

Press Contact: 
Joelle Sykes, PR Manager, SSTL 
Tel: +44 (0)1483 804243  
Mob: 07775 000853 
Email: j.sykes@sstl.co.uk 
 
 
About SSTL 
Surrey Satellite Technology Limited (SSTL) is the world's leading small satellite company, 

delivering operational space missions for a range of applications including Earth 

observation, science, communications, navigation, in-orbit servicing and beyond Earth 

infrastructure. SSTL designs, manufactures and operates high performance satellites and 

ground systems for a fraction of the price normally associated with space missions, and 

employs 500 staff working on turnkey satellite platforms, space-proven satellite avionics, 

optical instruments and new mission concepts. 

 

Since 1981, SSTL has built and launched more than 50 satellites for 20 international 

customers, as well as providing training and development programmes, consultancy 

services, and mission studies for ESA, NASA, international governments and commercial 

customers.  Our innovative approach is changing the economics of space. 

 

Headquartered in Guildford, UK, SSTL is part of Airbus. 

www.sstl.co.uk 
 

 


